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Mi tr Tram Sunday," Е 


is the second in а threa-port se- 
be presented in ihe Sunday mogo- 
prnl пе o or бо 


< fog? asVietorian’ dream of stolid 
“honconformity, with" spires and 
“broad terraces. It sits alone on the 
eee ra 
- 2,000 acres of privately owned 

"woods»and freshly mown mead- 
ows. Slate-colored water stretches 


“Cape Breton coast Moored off- 
shore are two elegant wooden 
yawls, motionless in the motion- 


ry!10, 1985 


Gilbert Melville Grosvenor, 53, is president of the National em гунч Не 


is ће fourth generation of Alexander Graham Bell's descendents to run the maga- 
zine and its offshoot concerns. 


to Beinn Bhreagh over his great- 
grandfather’s most famous inven- 
tion, the telephone, and added, 
“Bring your slicker.” ~ 

The road out of town passes the 
Gilbert H, Сгозуепог Memorial 
Library and the Alexander Gra- 
ham Bell National Historic Park. 
A dirt road leads to the peninsula, 
past a sign advising the curious 
that this is private property, al- 
though that is hardly necessary. 
Bell's whimsy and his genius still 
inform the landscape, as they do 
the Geographic. 


tra Y TUDAN MAOT дё tha mane in 


nor hands the visitor a cup of tea. 

- An intense, private man,-Gros- 
venor is protective of the Geo- 
graphic and well aware of the per- 
ception of privilege that surrounds 
his family name. “The Geographic 
is beholden to no one,” he says. 
“We abide by the laws of the Unit- 
ed States, but that's the extent of 
direction from the outside.” 

А magazine writer once re- 
ferred to Grosvenor's “ostenta- 
tiously inexpensive wash-and- 
wear suits” seen in the halls of the 
Geographic. In fact, Grosvenor 


Ancen!t onam сета отн intannnt 


father, Gilbert H. Grosvenor 
(GHG). ` 


All discussions of аен 


family history and the develop- 
ment of the Geographic go back to 
the mansion at the tip of Beinn 
Bhreagh, known as the Point, with 
a nine-hole golf course on the 
lawn. Grosyenor takes his visitor 
there, and into the foyer, where a 
stuffed black bear stands on its 
hind legs. 


HE RUBS THE BEAR'S nose af- ` 


fectionately — a family tradition. 
“There used to be another bear 
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2 Continuing the legacy of Alexander Graham Bell 


is shown in the candid and tot 
ing photographs strolling with 
wife and grandchildren. 

“Why did we abandon that n 
velous school of photograp! 
Grosvenor asks. “By the 1940s 
photographs in the magazine 
become. . . well, I wish I hi 
good synonym for ‘cornball.’ 1 
be my grandfather felt that as 
magazine grew, it took on n 
responsibility. But the ph 
graphs became stilted.” (Ph 
graphs in the Geographic 1 
since returned to an approxi 
tion of GHG’s more candid st; 

At the Point, GHG discussec 
and the Geographic with y: 
Gil, his grandson, after he had 
en up the editorship to MBG. 
thought MBG was crazy to ри 
a National Geographic atlas,” 
Grosvenor. “He thought it w 
ruin us. When the subject сат 
in board meetings, GHG fei, 
illness so he could leave.” 

GEOGRAPHY WAS interpr 
by GHG in the broadest sens 
anything occurring in the ра! 
world, past or present, of la: 
interest, from “Queer Metho: 
Travel in Curious Corn з 0 
World” to birds and r 
Editorial principles ir de 
first-person voice 2" ‘en 
there was to be li 
criticism, no шарі: 
magazine dominat his li 
vacation, he worked ina tent! 
woods, reading manuscripts. 
the death of the Bells, GHG г 
into the big house, and had his 
set up near the water, ont! 
with bookshelves and a wo 

floor. 

MBG published the anthı 
logical findings of Louis Le 
and Jacques Cousteau’s obs 
tions; he involved the Geogr: 
in the development of Mesa У 
in the Southwest. He was the 
to put a color photograph « 
cover of the magazine, a ra 
move, To illustrate the wisde 
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